~  Sharing Is Caring

More than the protection and collection of information, The need for auxiliary spaces and the desire
libraries are vanguards in the culture of sharing - of for freespace results in two contrasting spatial
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e ety £ Ww L a0 books, knowledge, space... As public buildings, their  typologies within a single project. The infrastructure
ﬁi‘,}f’:}'f:‘,i%:}f:?':""'{::??:, existence is predicated upon the notion that the that enables sharing (such as storage and servers)
I act of sharing promotes democracy, solidarity and are packed into an architecturally-dense mass. A
simple fellow-feeling. While the internet has unbinded 3D-printing and computer lab is also placed in this
information from the pages of books, without the mass. Rather than hiding the mass, the library —
physical environment as a common reference just as the Valletta Puggia shows off technology —
P frame that enables the full bandwidth of human embraces its presence and exposes its interior. The
— communication, it is difficult to build real connections = mass’ geometry then choreographs a series of fixed
=3 and engage in fulfilling discourse. Therefore, lounge and gathering spaces. The remaining space
= rather than a surrogate, we see the internet as is left empty to operate as a flexible organism that
B supplementary to libraries. generates endless layouts that enable a range of
— social activities.
Freed from books, a library becomes a place of

exchange, a shared public square connected to the The confluence of the choreographed mass and

internet. While it wants to be a freespace - akin to the free plane produces a provocative interface

the all-powerful Supersurface - that enables a wide between highly scripted and unscripted interactions.
range of social interactions, the reality is that this sort It is here that library-goers access the different

of freedom and flexibility comes with the need for storage systems. Altogether, the library becomes
auxiliary (storage) spaces. At the same time, while an architecture that celebrates the experiences of

access to the internet appears intangible, it is far from sharing a space.
metaphysical. Behind each seemingly virtual action

are servers and electric cables that demand physical

presence.

1. Flexible Space
2. Existing Plants/Installation Room
3. Individual Studying Oasis

1. Existing condition. 2. Raising a portion of the floor to house 3. Adjusting the geometry of the Mass
auxiliary programs and storage. to create shallower, more usable and
The Mass is born. accessible storage spaces.

4. A portion of the Mass is raised and 5. Circulation runs through the Mass, 6. The resulting geometry of the Mass

made inhabitable. flanked by storage on one side and a 3D choreographs a series of lounge and
printing lab on the other side. Creation meeting spaces on top of it while freeing
of a quiet study zone with views north up the rest of the ground plane.

towards the mountain.

The Mass

The volume that houses the auxiliary spaces is the Mass,
conceived as an antonym to the Cloud. Unlike the Cloud,
the Mass is boastfully grounded and visible. Its angular
geometry reduces the depth of the spaces inside while
increasing its surface area to make the storage spaces
more usable and accessible. While much of it is for
storage, the Mass’ spatiality is made pertinent when library-
goers descend into the Mass and access a 3D-printing
lab flanked by server rooms. The resulting geometry also
choreographs a series of fixed lounge and gathering
spaces above itself.
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View from the flexible space | A View from the inside of the Mass | T



